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I am happy to extend a word of greeting and of congratulations to
the pastor and people of St. Joachim's Parish, Vernon River on the occasion
of the celebration of the hundredth anniversary of the building of the present
church.
This will be a special opportunity to offer prayers of thanksgiving
,to God for the zeal, dedication, generosity and faithfulness of the priests
and laity who during these years and in this church have helped to fulfill
worthily the mission of this venerable parish community. Your fellow
diocesans also will give thanks to the Lord for these ten decades of devoted
stewardship and service.
During this period of time in this church, the Gospel of Jesus Christ
has been preached to you and countless relatives and friends, and His
grace has been given abundantly through the Mass and the Sacraments.
People have been strengthened in their faith, given light, encouragement
and wisdom for their lives, and perfected in the love of God and of one
another.
We pray that God may continue to bless the parish of St. Joachim's.
May your lives be filled always with the joy, hope and consolation that
comes from the presence of Jesus Christ in your midst. In the words of
Saint Peter we pray that "Grace and peace be with you more and more"
(1 Peter 1:2).
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April 11,1977

Most Reverend Francis J. Spence,
Bishop of Charlottetown

Reverend Francis W. P. Bolger, the editor of this booklet, is a
native of St. Ann's Parish, Hope River. He did his undergraduate studies
at Prince Of Wales College and at Saint Dunstan's University, Charlottetown. He studied Theology at the Grand Seminary of Montreal, and was
ordained to the Priesthood in June, 1951.
After spending some two years as an assistant priest at Saint Dunstan's Basilica, he was appointed to the staff of Saint Dunstan's University.
He then studied history at the University of Toronto from where he was
graduated in 1959 with a Ph.D. He taught history at Saint Dunstan's
University from 1959 until 1969, and at the University of Prince Edward
Island from 1969 until che present. In addition to his teaching assignments, he chaired the History Department from 1959 until 1974.
Father Bolger is the author of three books: Prince Edward Island
and Confederation, 1863-1873, published in 1964; Canada's Smallest
Province, which appeared in 1973; and, The Years Before Anne, which
was published in 1974.
Recognized as an authority on the history of Prince Edward Island,
Father Bolger is the Island's representative on the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada. He is a frequent lecturer in Island history
to Island and other Canadian audiences.
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REVEREND THOMAS McGINNIS, O.CARM.
Father McGinnis is a native of Brooklyn, New York.
After studies at the Angelicum in Rome and at Catholic
University in Washington, he was ordained a priest in the
Carmelite Order in 1952. For the next twenty years his
principal work was parish ministry: twelve years as curate,
eight years as pastor. Along with parochial ministry, Father
McGinnis combined certain part-time positions: editor of a
Carmelite magazine publication, lecturer in theology at
Marymount-Manhattan College; he also completed his
graduate studies at the Catholic University.
In 1972 Father McGinnis began three years of work
in the Liturgical Renewal of Parishes, and he spent almost
half of that time among the parishes of Prince Edward
Island.
In 1975, he was appointed Spiritual Director at St.
Joseph's Carmelite Seminary in Washington, D.C.
In 1976, while remaining Spiritual Director, he was
named Prior of the Community, a post he holds at present.
Father McGinnis officially opened the Centennial Year
of St. Joachim's Parish, Vernon River and preached the
centennial mission.

